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A Word from your Pastor

worship is so much work... and at

first... I'll admit it! | was taken aback
"Work? What do you mean?" When sh=
explained her non-denominational church
background and elaborated on her question, | came
to realize that yes— Lutheran worskswork,
which is just as it should be. The Apology to the
Augsburg Confession defines liturgy as "a public
service." In other words... work!

I was asked the other day why Luther]i

If you've ever been to a non-denominational
church, one of the first things you'll notice is how
much less work the people do. There's none of
that sitting, standing, kneeling, reading,
responding, approaching that goes on in our
services. By contrast, we reatlp work! And
that's as it should be, for we worship him who
works for us— for the first and most important
component of the Divine Service is God's service
to us... his work on behalf of our salvation.

Work. In the Lutheran liturgical service,
there's no time for daydreams— we have something
to do all the time, except for the sermon, which
generally runs about half the time of the typical

non-denominational endeavor. The pastor has to
get to the point; there's no time to waste, for we
have yet to get to the heart of the service, which is
not the sermon, but the Lord's Supper.

Yet still, for all that work, there's really
nothing new in the Divine Service. ltis all
reminder and celebration. Itis a time of
forgiveness and healing and strengthening. It
begins with the Absolution, which, with the
Confession, marks the beginning of the Service.
Its culmination, of course, is the Lord's Supper, the
very mark of forgiveness and renewal. Non-
denominationals, of course, know about the
forgiveness of sins. But in the liturgy, the
Absolution does more than remind us. It absolves
us! Itis a Divine Kiss. Your spouse may know of
your love, but your kiss actually conveys that love.
So with the Absolution and the Lord's Supper. In
them God kisses us.

And for all the evangelical love of the
Bible, the liturgical Christian undoubtedly gets a
much more substantial and consistent diet of
Scripture: three lessons read every week— one
each from the Old and New Testaments, and a
third one from the Gospel. Each Lutheran (and
any other liturgical Christian) hears the same texts



each Sunday, and each pastor preaches on those
texts. We don't need to wonder if the pastor is off
on his favorite hobby horse. Each Lutheran pastor
Is constrained by the texts the church has selected

for him (thank God!)

The Catechism Corner

Confession: Office of the Keys

Prayer too is generally fixed, and to good
effect. Itis such a relief to get the evangelical
"just” out of my prayers ("Father, we just want to
thank you.") Prayers have substance. When the
form is fixed, we can focus on the content, and not
worry about our own "creativity."

The liturgy may be work. It may kelot of
work... but the liturgy is work that keeps us
focused on the person and work of Christ Jesus on
our behalf. And to that we can only say: Amen!

Yours in Christ,
Pastor Matthew

What is the Office of the Keys?

T

his church on earth to forgive the
sins of repentant sinners, but to withhold
forgiveness from the unrepentant as long as they

he Office of the Keys is
that special authority
which Christ has given to

do not repent.

Where is this written?

20:22

This is what St. John the Evangelist writes
in chapter twenty: The Lord Jesus breathed on His
disciples and said, 'Receive the Holy Spirit. If you
forgive anyone his sins, they are forgiven; if you
do not forgive them, they are not forgiven' (John

-23).

Every Sunday Sermon Preparation

o help prepare for Sunda
I morning worship. Here
are the weekly readings
for the 8:15 a.m. & 10:15 a.m.

Sunday services in December:

Dec. 4 — Isaiah 7:10-14
Revelation 19:1-9
Luke 1:39-56

Dec. 11 — lIsaiah 61:1-11
1 Thessalonians 5:16-24
John 1:19-31

Dec. 18 — 2 Samuel 7:1-16
Romans 16:25-27
Luke 1:26-38

Dec. 25 — Micah 5:2-5a
Titus 3:3-7
Luke 2:1-20

Divine Worship Explained

THE PRAYER OF THE DAY

salutation; the pastor turns and greets the

people using the words Gabriel first
announced to Mary: He say$hé Lord be with
you,' praying that the Holy Spirit bless the
congregation as they hear God's Word. The
people respondahd with your spirit, praying
that the same Holy Spirit would be with the Pastor
that he might give voice to their petitions and
preach God's Word with power. We then continue
with the prayer (historically called the "Collect"), a
short prayer which gathers together the thoughts
and prayers of the church as they apply the day's
theme. These prayers are modern versions of
some of the oldest and finest prayers which have
come down to us through the ages.

The Prayer of the Day normally begins with a



A Little Bit of Lutheran Theology

"Can | be Certain of Heaven?"

are going to heaven? In other words, is it
possible for you to be absolutely sure that your
name is written in the Lamb's "Book of Life" (Rev.
20:12)? The answer (and the Good News) is YES!
You can be absolutely sutbat your name is
written in heaven, in God's Book of life!

I s it possible for you to be absolutely sure you

Today, one frequently hears words like
"make a decision for Christ," or "give yourself to
Jesus." These expressions may sound wonderful
and right, but these are human opinions. They do
not reflect God's plan for saving you, placing your
name in his book of life, and having you live with
him forever.

In his Word, God does not abandon you to
uncertainty by asking you to connect yourself to
him. Rather, he takes the initiative. God has
written your name into his Book of Life by giving
you his gift of faith, which makes you able to
believe and trust in Jesus. This miracle of faith
comes to you through Baptism and through his
powerful Word. "Faith comes from hearing, and
hearing by the Word of Christ" (Romans 10:17).
"We have been buried with him through Baptism
into death, so that just as Christ was raised from
the dead through the glory of the Father, so we too
might walk in newness of life. For if we have
become united with him in the likeness of his
death, certainly we shall also be in the likeness of
his resurrection” (Romans 6:3-5).

In other words, when you are baptized into
Christ's death and resurrection, your name is
written into the book of life! You are saved! As
Jesus himself invites us to do in Luke 10:20Db,
"rejoice that your names are recorded in heaven."

From the Book of Concord

What is the Book of Concord? A collection of the
Lutheran confessions, containing:

 The three Ecumenical Creeds
The Augsburg Confession and Apology
 The Large and Small Catechisms
« The Smalcald Articles
Treatise on the Power & Primacy of the
Pope
The Formula of Concord

All LC—-MS congregations have pledged
themselves to believe, teach, and confess the
truths of God's Word as they are summarized
and confessed in the Book of Concord.

This Month's Reading:

from the Unaltered Augsburg Confession,
Article I: "Concerning God"

and held, following the decree of the Council

of Nicea, that there is one divine essence whicl
Is named God and truly is God. But there are thre
persons in the same one essence, equally powerfl
equally eteal: God the Father, God the Son, and
God the Holy Spirit. All three are one divine
essence, eternal, undivided, unending, of
immeasurable power, wisdom, and goodness, the
creator and preserver of all visible and invisible
things. What is understood by the word "person”
IS not a part nor a quality in another, but that
which exists by itself, as the Fathers once used th
word concerning this issue.

I n the first place, it is with one accord taught

Rejected, therefore, are all the heresies that
are opposed to this article, such as the
Manicheans, who posited two gods, one good and
one evil; the Valentinians, the Arians, the
Eunomians, the Muslims, and all others like them:;
also the Samosatenians, old and new, who hold
that there is only one person and create a deceitfu
sophistry about the other two*, the Word and the
Holy Spirit, by saying that the two need not be two
distinct persons since "Word" means an exterlnal
word or voice and the "Holy Spirit" is a created
motion in all creatures.

*To this list could easily be added modern heresies such a:
Mormonism, Jehovah's Witness, Unitarianism, and the like.



Youth Groups

Dec. 1¥ - 6:30 p.m. at St. John
Youth groups meeting and
Christmas party

Dec. 17 — 9:00 a.m. at St. John
Make Christmas baskets and deliver

Life Quote

e confess it in our
Wcreed every week:
‘conceived by the

Holy Spirit and born of the

virgin Mary." The God of life

gives the qift of life; indeed

He gives life where there is

no life. He creates it by His

power. He sustains it by His

Word. He conceives it by the power of the Holy
Spirit. He is the God of life."

— Rev. Andrew H. Bartelt, Concordia
Seminary, St. Louis

Enoch Christians Benefit

Thrivent Financial for Lutherans reports on

the Enoch Christians Benefit to all members
of Bethlehem and St. John. Many thanks to
everyone who helped from the first ideathe last
clean-up. We collected $5,185.00 towards
medical expenses, and Thrivent will match with
$5,000. We serve the King of Kings!

The West Marathon County Chapter of

Notes from St. John Treasurer:

ur Mission Budget is behind for our year
Olotal. As of November 27 we have

collected $11,226.00.. Our budget is
$15,000., which means we are behind $3,774.00.

Our current expenses are keeping up with the
amount of the budget.

Awesome Advent Event

What: Children's Gift and Craft Sale
When: Saturday, Dec. 1010:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
Where: St. John Fellowship Hall

Who: Bethlehem & St. John children of all ages

- parents and grandparents too!
Menu: Veggies, fruit, and Christmas treats

This Gift and Craft Sale is open to
everyone. The Mission Guild sponsors this event,
and all gifts are priced from $.05 to $1.00. Gift
wrapping is also available. Thea Hamann has
organized this Children's sale for the last several
years. She collects bargains all year and makes
them available to St. John and Bethlehem children
Parents and grandparents are also welcomed to
come and shop. This sale is perfect for smaller
budgets. A special of the sale will be -
"Homemade Fleece hats for adults." Come and
check out the bargains available.

St. John Congregation Family
Christmas Party

arranged by the Ladies Aid will be held on

Dec. 11" after the morning church service.
The meal will be "Pot Luck" with the meat
provided by the Aid.

The congregation family Christmas party

Again this year, instead of exchanging gifts,
we ask that a cash donation (the price you would
have paid for a gift) be given to the "In Faith We
Grow - Out and Beyond" program.

This is the Holiday Season, come and enjoy
family, friends, entertainment, a sing along, games
and prizes. A sign-up sheet will be placed in the
narthex, so we will know how many will be



attending.

Notes from the Bethlehem
Financial Secretary:

Our offerings at Bethlehem for September
and October were good, but in November we fell
behind. We need about $1,300 to meet our budget
each month.

— Leta Ebben
Financial secretary

In Faith We Grow Coin Challenge

It was decided at the October Voter's
meeting, to extend the IFWG coin challenge for
another year. Over the past 2 years, this loose
change from our coin purses and pockets, has
reduced our loan payments by over $2000. As we
watch the shingles go up on the church model in
the narthex, we should remember that without
nails, these shingles would simply fall off the roof.
Even though we cannot see the nails when the roof
Is shingled, they are still important. Similarly
something as small and insignificant as our loose
change may not seem to make a big impact, yet it
still can be important. Our collections from Nov.
21% 2004 - Nov. 27 2005 were $885.72.

As Christians our focus should always be
on God's Word. As St. John members, we also
have a commitment to pay for the Ministry Center.
All gifts are acceptable if given for the right
reason. Thanks be to God for granting us faith,
resources and generous hearts to sustain this
church as a Christian house of worship.

Bethlehem Sunday School

Bethlehem Sunday school children along
with the LWML are collecting items to make
health kits for people that had to evacuate their

home and didn't have time to grab anything. There
are boxes located in the church entrance to collec
the following items: Towels and wash clothes,
toothbrushes and toothpaste, bar soap, combs, né
files or fingernail files with an file attached. The
Sunday school children will be putting together the
items received and send them on to those people
need these items.

Bethlehem Council Meeting
Capsule— October

Our meeting was held on Oct."at 7:30
p.m. with 7 members present. Items under "Old
Business" were discussed. General fund is stable
bylaws update was reviewed and will be taken to
the Voter's assembly for approval, Budget
Committee meeting is set for Oct."2@nd
followup on the fireproof file cabinet will be at the
Nov. meeting.

"New Business" items are: Connie Venzke
& Loretta Schafer will serve on the Church
Directory Committee. Quarterly Report sheets
have been handed out for the Oct® A®eting,
with a request from the President that they are
completely filled out prior to the presentation on
the 23. Nominations for Secretary, Treasurer,
Elder (2), Trustee, Finance committee (2), Board
of Ed (1) will be taken during the Quarterly Voters
Meeting. Voters will be asked to approve the three
persons on the Evangelism committee. The Elder:
will contact the nominees.

"Office Updates" Elders report that an
acolyte gown has been ordered. New envelopes
for 2007 will be ordered with the date printed on
each envelope. Education reports that Bible Study
will have a new schedule for 2007. Follow up will
be made regarding contacting someone to overses
the Bethlehem Youth Group. A Joint Board of
Education meeting is scheduled. Large Print
Bibles are needed and will be ordered by the
Board of Education. Building committee
representative was not present. Followup on land
options/owners will be at the November meeting.



Quarterly Voters meeting will be Oct. 23

— Gloria Cornelius, Acting Secretary

Bethlehem Council Meeting
Capsule - November

Our meeting was held on Nov. 24t 7:30
p.m. with 7 members present. Items under "Old
Business"

were discussed. Information on ordering the
Lutheran Witness was mentioned. Pastor will
continue work on the bylaws so they may be
mailed to the district. The 2006 budget was
approved at the quarterly meeting. Followup on
the file cabinet for church records will continue.

"New Business" items are: An amendment
Is forthcoming to the Dual parish Agreement
regarding shared fund-raises. This amendment
will clarify how the money is divided and where
the money will go. Office nominations were
discussed and additional names were selected
pending their acceptance. The Elders will contact
them. Secretary: Melody Marier, Phil Carlson
and Marlene Schreiber. Treasurer: Sharon
Schraufnagel and Joanne Luther. Board of
Education: Tammy Kunze. Elder, Treasurer and
Trustee offices had no updates. Board of
Education mentioned that the Sunday school
Christmas program is being planned and parts
being distributed. The Youth Group is doing well
and still looking for volunteers. The Council
recommended the Board of Education follows up
on the letter and have a staffer visit our
congregation in early spring 2006. Gloria
Cornelius, Acting Secretary

St. John Voters Meeting

Past minutes from July T#eeting were
approved. Pastor Matthew gave his report. New
members received on Sept"Mere Raegene
Rodman and son Cody Rodman, Celinda Smith

and son Ashton Hocking, Penny Jennejohn and
Steve Jennejohn. Fred & Lois Umnus have
transferred in from Bethlehem Lutheran Church.
New member by baptism is Morgan Hahn.
Removed from membership by death is Anna
Bessler, and by transfer is Beatrice Meyer. St.
John has 5 students ifi lear confirmation and 4
in 2" year confirmation class. 3 weddings have
been preformed at St. John since our July 17
meeting.

The Elders' report was given by Lloyd
Schultz. A letter has been set to all families of the
congregation outlining the shepherding project.
The elders will now follow up the letters, with a
phone call to each family. The Elders will work
with the ushers and acolytes to improve the quality
of their duties during church service. The Elders
continue to work on a policy for visitors who wish
to commune at worship services.

Board of Education report was given by
Mary Schultz. Acolyte training will be addressed.
The Youth Group now considers itself a self-
supporting group. We would like to have separate
leaders for the high school youth, and tHe&78"
grade youth.

The Treasurer's report was handed out by
Dennis Punke. A discussion and motion was mad
to keep $2,500 in the building fund. Balance to
reduce our debt on our LCEF loan. Motion
carried, and treasurer's report accepted. "In Faith
We Grow" coin collection will continue for
another year.

Steve Schneider thanked the congregation
for the financial support received for this children
who attended Camp Luther this summer and for
the tuition for attending local Lutheran Schools.

Trustees report was given by Clarence
Miessner. Suggestion was made to repaint the
lines on the parking lot.

New Business - ballots for election of new
church officers were passed out. Results of the
voting were: President: Sharon Niemann; Elder:
Ron Hahn and Mel Niemann; Trustee: Mark



Telschow; Treasurer: Dennis Punke; Financial
Secretary: Jeff Werner; Board of Education:
Kelly Yessa, Arlene Kroening and Traci Pehlke;
Board of Evangelism: Randy Syring, Janice
Brown and Mae Morien.

The church providing disaster aid will be
looked into further when more information is
available. President VanDerLeest reported that
the church has received a gift of 400 shares of
Exxon Mobil stock and that the voters can decide
when to sell the stock, and what to use the
proceeds for. (The Council's recommendation: 1)
The brokerage account at the Stratford State Bank
should be reopened and used for the sale. 2) To
facilitate and expedite the handling of the stock
sale, the Voters' Assembly should choose three
people to take charge of the timing of the decision
to sell. 3) When the decision is made to sell,
either Peter VanDerlLeest, or Randy Krebsbach,
who are authorized on the Stratford State Bank
account to conduct transactions, will be notified to
proceed with the sale.). The three people to decide
the timing of the sale are Dean Pehlke, Kelly
Yessa and Lloyd Schultz. Randy Krebsbach,
Secretary

All-Church Bible Study
ur next session of weekday Bible Studies
OMII begin soon, and will run through the
season of epiphany. Mark your calendars:

« Wednesday evenings, 8 pm at St. John from
January 4 through February 22

e  Thursday mornings, 10 am at Bethlehem
from January 5 through February 23

Stay tuned for topic and details!



