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A Word from your Pastor

Why Lutherans Traditionally Celebrate & *:
Communion Every Sunday :

id you know that, traditionally,
D Lutheran congregations celebrated

the Lord's Supper (Holy Communion)
every Sunday of the year? It may seem hard to
believe for some, especially those who remember
when many Lutheran churches only offered the
Lord's Supper once a month (or even 4 times a
year!!l), but the best and the oldest Lutheran
tradition is to off the Lord's Supper every Sunday.

It goes way back to the beginning. From
the very beginning of the church's liturgical life,
the liturgy of Holy Communion has been the
church's chief Sunday service. The very first
Christian liturgy, as recorded in Luke 24:13ff, was
celebrated on the evening of the very first Easter.
That first worship service was a celebration of

both Word and Sacrament. First, Jesus interpreted

for Cleopas and his companion the things about
himself in the Scriptures. Then, arriving at their
destination, our risen Lord took bread, blessed and
broke it, and gave it to them, revealing that he was
the Christ.

For the early Christians, the Word and the

Holy Sacrament meal were the chief reasons for
their gatherings on Sundays. In the second chapt:
of Acts, we read: They devoted themselves to the
apostles' teaching and fellowship, to the breaking
of bread and the prayefrgActs 2:42). The

breaking of bread was a common meal that
included the Lord's Supper. Later on in the life of
the young Christian Church, St. Paul refers to the
weekly celebration of Communion ifff 1

Corinthians 11.

From its earliest days, the community of
Christians was described as people who gathered
"on the first day of the week (Acts 20:7; 1 Cor.
16:2). The shape of their gathering was to
celebrate the Lord's Supper in obedience to what
Christ had asked of his disciples at the Last
Supper: "Do this in remembrance of me."

Justin Martyr, a Christian writer from the
second century A.D. described this weekly liturgy
in his workApology

"On the day named after the sun, ... all are
gathered together in unity. Then the records of
the apostles or the writings of the prophets are
read for as long as there is time. When the
reader has concluded, the presider in a
discourse admonishes and invites us into the
pattern of these good things. Then we all stanc



together and offer prayer. And, as we said
before, when we have concluded the prayer,
bread is set out to eat, together with wine and
water. The presider likewise offers up prayer
and thanksgiving, as much as he can, and the

people sing out their assent by saying the amen.

There is a distribution of the things over which
thanks have been said an each person
participates, and these things are sent by the
deacons to those who are not present.”

The Lord's Supper continued to be the chief
Sunday service throughout the entire history of
Christianity, of both East and West, even during
the Reformation of the sixteenth century. When
Martin Luther led Sunday worship services, for

Emigration to the new world also
contributed to the reduction of Sundays in which
Holy Communion was offered. Very simply, there
weren't enough pastors to get around to all the
assemblies of believers who would gather on a
Sunday for worship. For some communities, it
would be weeks or months before a pastor could
get to them for baptisms and celebrations of the
Lord's Supper.

With the waning of pietism and rationalism,
and with the increase in the number of permanent
pastors to congregations, celebrations of Holy
Communion increased to four or six times a year
in the 20" century. This continued as the norm
until fairly recently, when we in the LC—MS began

taking steps to recover our roots.

()

Supper each Lord's Day."

'Pastors and congregations [of the Missouri Synod are
encouraged] to study the scriptural, confessional, and
historical witness to every Sunday communion with a view
to recovering the opportunity for receiving the Lord's

1995 LC-MS Resolution 2—08)

At our 1995 synodical convention,
a resolution was passed,
encouraging "pastors and
congregations to study the
scriptural, confessional, and
historical witness to every Sunday
communion with a view to

~

example, Communion was almost always
celebrated. It's just what Lutherans did. In the
Apology to the Augsburg Confession (one of our
Lutheran Confessional documents), it says: "in
our churches [Communion] is celebrated every

Sunday and on other festivals, when the sacrament

is offered to those who wish for it after they have
been examined and absolved."”

If Lutherans have always celebrated weekly
Communion, why don't we now? What led us
Lutherans to give it up? One reason was thie 17
century movement called "pietism." In this
movement, certain emotions were stressed to be
more important than the preached Word and the
administered Sacrament. Another factor that
contributed to the demise of weekly communion
was an 18 century movement called
“rationalism.” In the view of the rationalists,

humans needed only to be enlightened by what one

hears and reads to reach God. By the turn of the
19th century, celebrations of communion had been
reduced to just once or twice a year.

recovering the opportunity for
receiving the Lord's Supper each Lord's Day."

Why should Holy Communion be
celebrated weekly in every true Lutheran
congregation? | believe that there are four reason
First of all, there is Jesus' command to "Do this!"
Do what? "Take and eat; this is my body. Take
and drink; this is my blood." Would Jesus want us
to do this only when we felt like it, rather than
having it as a weekly or daily feeding of his
presence in our lives?

Secondly, there is the historic tradition of
the Church. Communion every Sunday is the
historic tradition of the Church from its beginning.
The early Christians saw the Sacrament as centra
to their life in a weekly or even in daily gatherings.
If we are "apostolic,” as we profess in the Creeds,
then we will share in the apostolic practice of at
least a weekly Communion.

Thirdly, there are our Confessions. In
Luther's Small and Large Catechisms, in the
Augsburg Confession and in its Apology, our



statements of belief undeniably state that Holy
Communion is the chief service on Sundays in the
Lutheran church. The Lutheran Reformation did
not suspend the weekly Communion.

Lastly, the sacraments are the means of
grace whereby God gives us his benefits of our
forgiveness and salvation. We believe, teach, and
confess that Jesus is truly present in the bread and
wine, as he promises us when he says, "Take and
eat, this is my body; take and drink, this is my
blood." Christ gives himself in bread and wine so
that each time we partake of the Sacrament we
might have the forgiveness of sins, new life, and
the promise of everlasting life. Why would we
want to deny ourselves this great, and undeserved
gift of life and salvation that Christ freely offers
us?

| hope this article has given you some food
for thought. | will leave you with this a prayer that
Martin Luther wrote to be prayed just before
receiving Holy Communion:

Lord, | desire your help and grace. So |
come with no other plea except that | have
heard the gracious invitation to come to
your altar. | am unworthy, but you have
assured me | shall have forgiveness of all
sins through your body and blood which |
eat and drink in this sacrament. Amen,
dear Lord; your Word is true. | do not
doubt it. Let happen to me whatever you
say. Amen.

In the name of Christ Jesus our Lord,
Matthew Christians, pastor

The Catechism Corner

Confession: Office of the Keys
What sins should we confess?
efore God we should plead
B guilty of all sins, even
those we are not aware of,
as we do in the Lord's Prayer; but

before the pastor we should confess only those
sins which we know and feel in our hearts.

Which are these?

Consider your place in life according to the
Ten Commandments: Are you a father, mother,
son, daughter, husband, wife, or worker? Have
you been disobedient, unfaithful, or lazy? Have
you been hot-tempered, rude, or quarrelsome?
Have you hurt someone by your words or deeds?
Have you stolen, been negligent, wasted anything.
or done any harm?

Every Sunday Sermon Preparation

o help prepare for
I Sunday morning
worship. Here are the

weekly readings for the Sund:
services in January:

Jan. 1 — Isaiah
61:10—62:3
Galatians 4:4-7

Luke 2:22-40

Genesis 1:1-5
Romans 6:1-11
Mark 1:4-11

1 Samuel 3:1-20
1 Corinthians 6:12—-20
John 1:43-51

Jonah 3:1-5, 10
1 Corinthians 7:29-35
Mark 1:14-20

Deuteronomy 18:15-20
1 Corinthians 8:1-13
Mark 1:21-28

Jan. 8 —
Jan. 15 —
Jan. 22 —

Jan. 29 —

Divine Worship Explained

THE SCRIPTURE LESSONS

he reading of the Scripture readings
I represents a shift in the focus of the Divine

Service. Up to now (with Invocation, Song
of Praise, Prayers), we have been mostly speaking



to God, presenting ourselves and our needs and
hopes before him. But nogod speaks to udde
reveals himself and his will in a special way— in
the reading and preaching of his Word. God has
made himself known to us in the Bible. He speaks
to us today through these words of Scripture.

The Old Testament—

God first speaks to us in the Old Testament
lesson, where we learn of his mighty words and
deeds with the Old Testament Church, the people
of Israel.

The epistle—

God then speaks to us in the Epistle lesson,
a selection from one of the New Testament letters,
often either explaining the faith or exhorting us to
do God's will in our daily lives'Epistle" is an old
term which literally means a "lettex”

The Gospel—

Thirdly, the congregation rises for the
Gospel reading, the words and deeds of Jesus as
recorded in the first four books of the New
Testament. We rise as a mark of special honor to
Jesus Christ our Lord, whose life and words we
are about to hear. This is indeed a time for the

to the sin and the guilt and the pain. Satan may
want to see you suffer, [but] Jesus does not!"

— Rev. Paul E. Kaldahl, Jr.
First English Lutheran Church, Spencer, lowa

The Epiphany of Our Lord

ome and celebrate the
‘ festival of the Epiphany of

Our Lord. The location for
this major Church festival switches
year to year from Edgar to
Bethlehem. This year, our
celebration of the Epiphany will take place on
Epiphany Day— Friday, January 6, 2005. On this
day, we celebrate the arrival of the magi to the
house where Jesus was, after following the star.
As our two congregations gather together in faith,
we celebrate his appearance among us— the light
dawning in the darkness of this sin-darkened
world.

deepest reverence and the sharpest attention, as we

sing, "Glory be to you, O Lord," and stand ready
to hear. The Holy Gospel is often the key to the
day's theme, and we respond to the Gospel lesson
with the outburst of joy "Praise be to Christ!"

Life Quote

egarding women who
Rhave had abortions,
"While | might not
understand the hurt you feel
inside, | do understand the
forgiveness Jesus offers. He
offers his blood to cover and
cure all sins— all hurts— all
pains— all guilt— all burdens.
Jesus invites you to have your burden lifted up to
the cross, where he comes to give Life... Don't
allow the devil to work in your life by holding on

What: Feast of the Epiphany of Our Lord
When: 8:00 p.m., Friday, January &
Where: Bethlehem Lutheran Church
Who: All of us— in the name of Christ

The Mission Corner

Doesn’t Anyone See Me?

"Look on my right hand and see—
there is no one who takes notice
of me; no refuge remains to me;

no one cares for me."
(Psalm 142:4)

nfortunately the psalm sounds a lot like
| l some of the thoughts | have heard from

visitors of churches. | have even thought
these same words when | have visited churches.
How about you? Have you ever had the
experience of being a visitor in a church and



feeling that no one noticed you? Not only that, but
after you left— no one called or wrote or
acknowledged that you had been present?

Hopefully you have had the opposite
experience. You were warmly welcomed by
genuinely friendly people who were glad you were
there. You even remember some of their names
because they wore name tags. They were
expecting you! And a few days after attending you
received a nice letter addressing you by name or
even a phone call expressing appreciation for your
presence.

Suppose for a moment that it's Sunday and
you are a visitor in your own church. Which kind
of experience above would you have? Would you
find parking places for visitors close to the
entrance? Would you be warmly greeted? Would
someone show you and your children to the
appropriate Sunday school classes and make sure
that all your questions were answered?

Would people refuse to let you sit alone in a
corner and take time to introduce themselves and
try to get to know you?

After you left, what follow-up contact
would you receive from your church? Once after
attending a church, a friend of mine received only
one thing, it was a package of offering envelopes!

Churches often make the assumption that
visitors were warmly welcomed and given all the
assistance they need. | have been one of those
people to assume. But the reality is that these
things will not happen unless you and | have a plan
and are prepared for visitors. Remember growing
up, when the words "Company's coming!" were
spoken? Every member of the family had
something to do to prepare for our guests. We
need to be as prepared for visitors to our church
and Sunday school as we would for guests in our
homes! So next time you see a visitor, walk up
and introduce yourself. Find out stuff about them,
something as simple as "where are you from?" or
"are you a Packer fan?" and share some stuff about
yourself. Offer to have them sit by you and your
family, show them were the bulletins are and the

guest book, help them find their place in the
hymnal. There are so many ways you can help
visitors feel more comfortable and more
welcomed, give it a try. A simple "hello, welcome
to our church," will go a long way!

Bethlehem-St. John Youth Group
Sub Sale

e are again sponsoring a Super Bowl Suk
WSaIe this year. Orders may be placed

until January 31. Sub choices: Ham $
4.25; Turkey $4.25; Combo of Ham & Turkey
$4.50 with the following choices of toppings:
cheese, lettuce, tomato, pickles, onions, mayo, an
mustard. Subs will be delivered to area churches
on Super Bowl Sunday, February 5, 2006.

Phone orders accepted at XXX-XXXX Linda,
XXX-XXXX Fay, and XXX-XXXX Gloria.

Joint Parish Voters' Meeting

was held in Sept. A total of 19 people

attending, representing both churches.
Many items were brought up that needed to be
discussed with both congregations. ltems
discussed were: Pastor's Salary and Benefits,
Income from fund raises - how they should be
divided, our Youth Ministry and a new Church
Directory is being planned for 2006. The
Coordinating Council meets 3 times a year, but
this is a very important meeting that all members
of both churches should attend. Hopefully
attendance next year will be better.

The first annual joint parish voters meeting



St. John Board of Elders 2005 Year End Report

God's grace and blessings to all.

the needs of the congregation. Many thanks to the newly trained ush&kifig on new roles
and doing them well and faithfully. We hope to transfer ushering taskpletely to these
volunteers, as well as expand the role of greeters.

This year has seen a revision of elders' duties allowing us to beoone involved spiritually in

Under a revised constitution, several committees have beemnead including Education and
Evangelism. The Elders encourage communication between any cosesnaitté congregation members
in need of guidance. Hopefully, all households have received affettean elder. Members are
encouraged to contact an elder or the pastor in times of need and tthiheve are praying for you.
We will continue contacting members with inactive attendance.

Pastor has been working with the Elders and supplying articles nett&etter in an effort to educate
the congregation on Lutheran doctrine and especially our reasons fiipgadosed-communion. If
you are hosting a visitor, please contact the pastor or an eldertdioygarticipation in Holy
Communion.

Your elders are Dwight Tolk, Lloyd Schultz, and Stephan Schneidser Rroening and Dean
Pehlke's terms will be ending and will be replaced by Mel Nem@and Ron Hahn.

Yours in Christ,
Stephan Schneider

Bethlehem CWIA Evening Guild Annual Report

Beginning Balance $ 56.97
Income Expenses
Easter Baskets (shut ins) 9.00
Offering $ 54.60 Confirmation flowers 25.00
Mites $ 4255 Mites 42.55
Cards $ 8275 E Mathew (get well gift) 20.00
Buss funeral $ 100.00 Banner Supplies 20.81
Christmas Bags (2005) $ 20.00 Pastor Christmas Gift 20.00
Ladies Aid Christmas Bags $ 4.71 Luth World Relief Gift 20.00
LWML Sunday (mites) $118.44 Abby High School (flowers) 40.00
Christmas Bags/Sunday Refreshments 42.36
LWML Sunday (mites) 118.44
Total Income $ 423.05
Total Expenses 358.16 $ 480.02
-358.16

End of year balance $121.86



Bethlehem Lutheran Church Council Capsule
December 19 2005 — 7:30 p.m.

OLD BUSINESS:

-Randy Reynolds reported for Lori Schmitt, Treasurer regarding éner@l Fund. TheBquarter
shared expense billing has not been received.

-Shane Hammel reported the price for a fireproof file cabinatiarch record retention would be
approximately $400.

-Office nominations were reviewed with new nominations made fooffiees where nominees have
declined. The Elders will be responsible for contacting the newnsasi The nominees are now:

Secretary: Marlene Schreiber
Arlette Molthen

Trustee: Phil Carlson Finance Comm.: Jill Penk
Al Schmitt Dan Becker
Dale Ploeckelman Loretta Schafer
Elder: Joe Cornelius Board of Ed.: Tammy Kunze
Verlyn Wittlinger Cindy Graun
Roger Empey Sandy Reynolds

Treasurer: Dan Freimund
Paul Knetter
Mona Anderson
Jason McKee
NEW BUSINESS:

-Weather Shield Mfg, Medford has donated Butterball certificatd® shared with members of our
congregation who may be in need at this time of year.

-Elder's update: Wally reported on the Lutheran Witness purchasegroce
-Treasurer: Randy reported in Lori Schmitt's absence, stagengilts are paid to date.

-Trustee: Shane will check into the cost of a small hot wetater to enable having hot water in the
bathrooms. The ceiling tiles beneath the bell tower leakagktad® painted.

-Finance Secretary: Leta Ebben reported the new envelopes for 2006 the table in the entryway.

-Board of Education: Tasha Cornelius reported the participation in Yanailnp from Bethlehem has
increased. Schedules are out for the Bible studies beginning imylafdiee Sunday School program
went well & the potluck dinner following was very well attendddhe next Board of Education
meeting will be January 16, 2006.

-Building Committee: Shane Hammel reported that he has madeicaritathe property owners
regarding the sale of their property

-The next Council meeting is scheduled for January 16th @ 7:30 p.m.

— Gloria Cornelius, Acting Secretary



Bethlehem Funds Committee:

like to THANK all of you who

contributed towards our fund raisers this
year. We had two brat fries soup sale and
Christmas Cookie sale. Income from our brat
fries were $885.49 and our soup and cookie
sale came to $657.00 Thrivent Financial
matched $1300.00 towards our fund raisers,
which gave us a total of $2,842.49 for the year
towards our building fund. Just to let everyone
know the Funds Committee has raised in the
last five years a total of $14,119.64. God has
blessed us all. We hope to have another great
year in 2006. Thanks again to all.

The Bethlehem Funds Committee would

— The Bethlehem Funds Committee.

Bethlehem Budget Goal:

n the December Newsletter | mentioned we
I need $1300.00 to meet our budget each

month. It should have read: We need
$1300.00 for the last Sunday of November to
meet our budget. Sorry about the error.
However, we didn't meet our budget. In
December we increased our offerings which is
good, but we are still over $7,000.00 short of
our budgeted amount.

January starts a new year so hopefully we will
be generous all year. The 2006 offering
envelopes are ready so if you haven't picked up
your box, please be sure to do so. hope
everyone has a Happy and Prosperous New
Year.

— Leta Ebben, Financial Secretary.

C.W.L.A.

hristian Women In Action meets th& 2
‘ Monday evening of the month. In Jan,
eb, and March, we meet th¥ 2
Saturday afternoon of the month. We welcome

new members and guests to join us. We begin
with a Bible Study and then we work on an
activity. We have made several banners for
church. We also helped the Sunday school
with end of the year treats, and Christmas
program practice treats. At Easter time we buy
baskets for the shut ins, and at Christmas we
bought a pointsettia for the altar. Together with
the Ladies Aid group, we pack candy bags for
all the children for Christmas. We buy altar
flowers for Confirmation Sunday. Our group
together with the Sunday School children made
Health Kits for Lutheran World Relief. We are
open to any ideas for projects we may be able to

help with. — Darlene Wittlinger, Secretary.

St. John Ladies Aid

he Lord has again blessed the efforts of
I St. John Ladies Aid in 2005. Projects

have been undertaken by the Ladies Aid
with the help of the ladies of the congregation
with good results. The Ladies work at Bethesda
Thrift Shop each month and also donate articles
for sale there. We remembered Mark Koepke,
one of our church members, while he was in
service serving in Irag. A donation was given to
the Ronald McDonald House in Marshfield in
honor of Enoch Christians, whose parents
stayed there while Enoch was in the hospital. A
donation of $100.00 was given to the Wussow
family after their house fire. We held a Bake
Sale at the Stratford State Bank, and the money
was donated to the "In Faith We Grow" fund.
Our group helped with the Soup Benefit for
Enoch Christians on Oct. 29 Our Beef
Dinner was a success and we donated the
income to th "In Faith We Grow" fund. A noon
potluck was held for the congregation Christmas
Party with the free will offering again going to
the "In Faith We Grow" fund. We give thanks
to our Lord for his guidance and his help
during 2005. We give thanks to all who helped
to have another successful year.

— Virgene Martens, Secretary



St. John Mission Guild

he LWML Mission Guild joins the Ladies
I Aid on the first Thursday of each month

for a Bible study led by Pastor Christians.
After the study, each group separates for their
individual meetings. Our membership has
decreased due to the leaving of Bea Meyer, who
Is now living with her son. We have seven
active members. Arabella Syring was re-elected
as Vice president and Phyllis Schneider was re-
elected as recording secretary for two more
year. Mae Morien is president, and Mary
Schultz, treasurer, and Mae Kunkel is our
Corresponding secretary. She send cards to
members of our church who are shut-ins or are
ill. Our monetary contributions to the Lutheran
District was $438.43. from mites and LWML
Sunday. $15.00 was donated to the following
organizations: Lutheran Braille Workers,
Wheat Ridge, Bethesda, World Relief,
Seminary Fund, World Mission, Friends of
Camp Luther, Edgar-Athens Lutherans for Life
and Alaska Mission. $100.00 was sent to the
Lutheran Bible translators. Yearly donations
are sent out in the Epiphany Season. A
donation of $50.00 was given toward the Enoch
Christians medical expense fund, and a
donation also to the Lutheran Hour Ministries.
We made a profit of $491.24 for our annual Pie
and Ice Cream Social which was held on August
14". Mary Schultz applied for a donation from
Thrivent of $300.00, the total which was
donated to the "In Faith We Grow" fund. Our
balance on hand as os 12-28-05 is $594.13.
Other contributions to LWML Missions were:
40 school kits, 9 sweaters, 1 sewing kit, 2 boxes
of baby and adult clothes, and 17 boxes of
quilts (115 total) which were made by the
church Quilters. A number of Pointsettia plants
were also delivered to Shut-Ins at the Christmas
season.

In God We Trust, Phyllis Schneider, Secretary,
and Mary Schultz, Treasurer

St. John Library Report

. John Church now has four separate
&caﬂons for Library Books: The Adult

ooks - fiction and non-fiction are located
in the new addition in the entry way; A book
shelf located outside the Cry Room contains
books for parents to read with the little one.
There are also books for helping parents with
child rearing. These books may also be
borrowed. Please sign the card with the date
and place the cards in the same box located near
the kitchen door. There is a collection of
Martin Luther books located in the entry way
near the double doors for use and may be taken
out. Please sign the card. The children's
books are located in the basement. Please
encourage the children to sign the book cards
and leave them in the box there when they take
out books. Parents, please check to see what
your children have taken out, and be sure they
are returned. Videos are also kept in the
basement. When they are returned, please be
sure that they are turned with the jackets as they
cannot be circulated without them.

There were 14 new books added to the
children's collection and 5 new books in the
adult collection. 15 new videos were added.
Most of the videos have been donated. We
have nearly 300 videos now - most of which
have been donated. We appreciate all these
donations. Parents, encourage your children to
use the libraries - the materials are valuable for
your children.

— Phyllis Schneider, Acting Librarian

St. John Sunday School

ur Sunday school is held each Sunday
Omorning form Sept. through May. We
share the Law and Gospel from the
Bible and always point the way to salvation.
Our Lord Jesus Christ.  This year we gave our

offerings o the following missions. The
Wussow family, and 2 churches in New Orleans



that our North WI District is helping after the
Hurricane. We have also sent money to the
Tsunami victims through World Relief. Our
Sunday School materials are purchased by our
congregation. Thanks to all our staff and all our
parents, mostly, Thanks be to God.

— Mary Schultz, Superintendent

The Lutheran Witnhess

e have received a notice that the
WLutheran Witness WILL NOT be

sending out copies to each individual
home starting with the March 2006 issue. They
will be sending a bulk subscription to the
church office, and we will distribute the copies
to the subscribers. Bethlehem will be receiving
theirs, and they will be put in their boxes, and at
St. John the copies will be put on the shelf
outside the office, so you may pick up your
copy. A note will be put in the weekly
announcements when the issue has arrived.



