
�

A Word from your Pastor

Communion cards...  Why should
I fill out a Communion card
every time I wish to attend the

Lord's Supper?  What is a Communion
card for, anyway?

Ever since 1968, the communicant members
of St. John and Bethlehem have been registering for
Holy Communion by filling out a Communion card
and handing it to the usher on the way forward to
the Lord's Table.

First things first...  the Communion card is
NOT a "ticket" to the Supper.  If a communicant
member has not filled out a card, they are still
welcome and invited to come forward.  What IT IS,
however, is an extremely important ministry tool
that enables your pastor and elders to do their job— 
to serve as shepherds of our flock.  When you fill
out a Communion card indicating you are receiving
the Lord's Supper on that day, our office secretary
Marge Streit makes a notation on your church
record.  This way, your pastor and elders can learn if
any church members go a long time without
partaking of the Supper.  Hopefully, they will follow
up on that inactivity and attempt to minister to them.

But, why is it is so important that we come
to the Lord's Table in the first place?  Because
coming to Church and hearing the Word of God
and partaking of the Lord's Supper are the primary
means God has given us to build our faith.   If we
absent ourselves from these gifts, we are denying
the basic building blocks of a mature faith.  It's like
bodily eating... if one stops eating and fasts for a
week, he will grow weak.  If one stops eating and
fasts for a month, he will probably die.  A faith that
is unfed (with Word and Sacrament) will ultimately
grow weak and die.  But a fed faith is a strong faith,
and a growing one.  It is for that reason that, as
communicant members of our congregations, we
have all pledged ourselves to regular use of Word
and Sacrament.

But of course, the Communion cards and the
pastor and elders are only a part of the equation in
ensuring that all of us are growing in our faith. 
Allow me to excerpt a paragraph that Pastor
Timmler wrote in our 1961 Annual Report:

That fact that in the past year ... 12 of our
members were allowed to go all year without
partaking of the Lord's Supper, and other far
too infrequently, suggests very forcefully that
we are not as close to one another in love and
concern as we ought to be.  We have forgotten
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that, as God reminded Cain, we are our
brother's keeper!  God holds us responsible for
those whom He has given us opportunity to
look after– those whom He has placed in the
same congregation, the same community, the
neighboring farm.

Realizing this we would resolve, in this present
year, to be attentive to each other's needs and,
once a need is discovered, quick to follow up in
a manner of love with a word, a visit, an
invitation, a helping hand.

These words Pastor Timmler wrote are
important and true.  Even though Communion cards
help to identify the problem, the cards are still just
an indicator, not a solution.  And even though the
pastor and elders are beginning to study how they
should approach the problem of inactivity, the most
important tool we have to combat this problem is
one another.  As Pastor Timmler asked in 1961, let
us do in 2006.  Let us –all of us– "resolve... to be
attentive to each's other needs and, once a need is
discovered, quick to follow up in a manner of love
with a word, a visit, an invitation, a helping hand."

In the precious name of Christ,
Pastor Matthew

The Catechism Corner
The First Table of the Law

You shall have no other gods.
     What does this mean?  

We should fear, love and
trust in God above all things.

You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God.
     What does this mean?

We should fear and love God so that we do
not curse, swear, use satanic arts, lie, or deceive by
His name, but call upon it in every trouble, pray,
praise, and give thanks.

Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. 
     What does this mean?

We should fear and love God so that we do
not despise preaching and His Word, but hold it
sacred and gladly hear and learn it.

Every Sunday Sermon Preparation

To help prepare for Sunday
morning worship.  Here are
the weekly readings for the

8:15am & 10:15am Sunday
services in June: 

June 4 — Ezekiel
37:1–14
Acts 2:1–21
John 15:26–16:15

June 11 — Isaiah 6:1–8
Acts 2:14–36
John 3:1–17

June 18 — Ezekiel 17:22–24
2 Corinthians 5:1–17
Mark 4:26–34

June 25 — Job 38:1–11
2 Corinthians 6:1–13
Mark 4:35–41

Bethlehem Centennial Celebration

Our congregation will have its 100-year
anniversary on January 27, 2007.  The
Church Council is looking for volunteers to

serve on a committee that will plan and organize
the celebration.  Anyone interested is asked to sign-
up on the posting near the front entry of the church
or contact Randy Reynolds at xxx-xxxx.

Life Quote
"  By profession I am a

soldier and take great
pride in that fact, but I

am prouder, infinitely prouder,
to be a father. A soldier destroys
in order to build; the father only
builds, never destroys. The one
has the potentialities of death;
the other embodies creations
and life.  And while the hordes
of death are mighty, the battalions of life are
mightier still."       —  General Douglas MacArthur
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Mission Corner
Help Us Find the
  Lost Treasure!

I have the perfect mission
opportunity for you!  We
need your help for Vacation

Bible School this summer, a shared ministry, held at
St. John.  At Treasure Cove, kids search for lost
gems and discover the riches of Christ. Christ-
centered Bible stories provide the foundation for
music, crafts, games, snacks, and more!

Treasure Cove will be held from 9 A.M. to 12
noon from July 10 to July 14. We are looking for
people to ADOPT-A-CHILD.  By adopting a child
for the week you are committing to provide them
with a small gift ($5 per child) so they have a
reminder of what they learned.  You will also be
providing an opportunity for them to learn more
about Christ!

This is an easy way to help out for Vacation
Bible School if you are unable to help out during the
week and it is an easy way to become involved in
mission work. Please prayerfully consider adopting
a child for a week of Bible learning, fun, and
excitement. For more information give me a call at
(715) 352-3532.

This is an awesome opportunity to make VBS
memories for the kids of our church and community
and touch their lives with the Good News of Jesus.

In Christ,
Maggie Christians

"The Lord you God has chosen you .. to be His
people, His treasured possession." Deuteronomy 7:6

Divine Worship Explained
THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION

When the pastor speaks the
Words of Institution, we
are hearing the very words

of Christ on which our sacrament is
based.  These are the words which our Lord spoke

on the night in which he was betrayed.  They make
this observance not just a pious custom, but a
sacrament instituted by Christ himself.  Our Savior
assures us that he is bodily present to give us
forgiveness and fellowship with him.  With these
words, the Pastor consecrates the bread and wind,
setting them apart for holy use.  Then the pastor
turns to us with a blessing: "The peace of the Lord
be with you always."  At the altar, we will receive
Christ, who is our peace.  The pastor prays that this
peace may never leave us.  We respond by wishing
Pastor the same peace and sharing that peace with
one another using the handshake of peace (the
modern equivalent of the Biblical "kiss of peace").

Local Youth Opportunities
Rainbow Valley Christian Music Festival

is being held in the intent of sharing the Gospel
message through music and family entertainment to
the community.  A flyers is on the Youth bulletin
board.  Everyone (of all ages)  is welcome. 
Admission is FREE!! It is being held June 23–25. 

North WI District Day at Noah's Art  is
June 26th.  Registration and information sheets are
posted on the Youth bulletin board.  (This is
different from the Youth Group trip to Noah's Ark)

American Cancer Society Relay for Life–
Our youth expressed interest in helping out with
this.  There are sign up sheets at both churches for a
kettle corn sale to help raise funds for "The Relay,"
as well as details and sign up for the actual "Relay
for Life."  It will be June 9th and 10th in Wausau.

Camp Luther is holding a 1-day VBS for
grades K-6.  You are invited for an exciting day of
activities and fun as you enjoy all that God has
created in His great outdoors.  One meal is
provided, and one chaperone comes free with every
five children.  For more info– see the youth board.

Camp Luther Summer Sizzler– This
program offers a great opportunity for youth groups
to stay in touch over the summer.  Open to Jr. and
Sr. High youth groups, this promises to be a
weekend filled with faith, fellowship and fun. 
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Flyer on board at Bethlehem.

Peru Mission Trip– Last year nine college
students traveled to Peru to spread the love and
compassion of Jesus to children living in an
orphanage.  Once again, Camp Luther is sponsoring
a mission trip to Peru for all college-aged students
Dec. 28-Jan. 5th.  Flyer on board at Bethlehem.

Update up on 2005's VBS. Mission

Jambo!  Our mission project for last year’s VBS
was to collect offerings for the African AIDS
Orphans Mission Project.  This project provided

shelter, basic needs, education and Christians
instruction for the children at Emmanuel's Lutheran
Orphanage near Matongo, Kenya.  Every dollar
given went directly to the African AIDS Orphans
Mission Project.  

The services of this Christian orphanage are
very important to people near Matongo since it is a
very impoverished area and AIDS only compounds
the problem.  Many children simply have nothing. 
Emmanuel's Orphanage helps!

Last year we set our mission goal at $100.00
but the kids raised $479.34!!!  In the May – June
2006 Sharing publication (on the bottom of the first
page), there is an article entitled "Give God glory
for..."  Read it!  We helped to contribute to the total
money raised for this program, which was over
$230,000!

Thank God that there are wonderful people in
this world, like you, who help make things possible!

God's blessings to everyone!
Maggie Christians
VBS Mission Director

Camp Luther Scholarships

Scholarships are available for campers planning
to go to Camp Luther this summer.  At St.
John, please contact Kelly Yessa at xxx-xxxx

or Mary Schultz at xxx-xxxx for an application.  At
Bethlehem, contact a Board of Education member.

Bethlehem Church Records

The Bethlehem Church council is looking for
any church records that might be in members'
homes that should be filed at the church. 

Forward such records to a council member.  If you
are uncertain that what you may have are church
records, please forward them as well for the council
to review.

Bethlehem Financial Report

Out total for April ended up at $5,046.00  So
we did very well.  As of May 21st we have
$2,817.00, with one more Sunday in May. 

We may pass our budgeted amount again.  Keep up
the good work. Yours in Christ,

Leta Ebben, Fin. Secretary.

St. John Cleaning Committee

We would like to thank every who helped
with the cleaning tasks.  The entrance and
steps of our Parish Hall especially look

very inviting and welcoming. 

Notes about the furniture - Please, Please
have two (2) people move the tables, so that they
may be LIFTED, not SLIDE them.  If you notice a
protector missing from table legs or chair legs,
please but a new one on or notify the trustees. 
Extra ones are in the old library room, which is
now the storeroom.

If you are borrowing items from St. John,
you must write your name and items you have on
the list in the kitchen.

If you need to use items in a different area,
for example tables, movie screens, etc.  Please put
the items back in their original location.  This helps
everyone find the items they need.
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1

10am (M) – Bible
Study

1:30pm (E) – St.
John LWML

2 3

4   Festival of Pentecost Day red

8:15am (M) – Bethlehem Divine Service

10:15am (E) – St. John Divine Service

6:30pm (E) – Youth Group meeting to
decide on National Youth Gathering

— Communion Celebrated Today —

5

 

6 7

1:30pm (M) – Bethlehem
Ladies' Aid mtg

7pm (E) – Bible Study

8 

10 am (M) – Bible
Study

9  10

11  Holy Trinity Sunday white

8:15am (M) – Bethlehem Divine Service

10:15am (E) – St. John Divine Service

— Communion Celebrated Today —

12

Pastor out of the
office at District
Convention

13

Pastor out of the
office at District
Convention

14    11am (E) – St. John
Board for Evangelism mtg

6:30pm (E) – Coordinating
Council meeting

7pm (E) – Bible Study

15

10 am (M) – Bible
Study

16 Youth Group
at Noah's Ark

6:30pm (E) –
Youth Group
Overnight
Campout

17

18   2nd Sunday after Pentecost green

8:15am (M) – Bethlehem Divine Service

10:15am (E) – St. John Divine Service

19

7:30pm (M) –

Bethlehem  

Council mtg

20

7:30pm (E) – St.
John Church
Council mtg

21

7pm (E) – Bible Study

22

10 am (M) – Bible
Study

23 24

25   Presentation of the white
            Augsburg Confession

8:15am (M) – Bethlehem Divine Service

10:15am (E) – St. John Divine Service

— Communion Celebrated Today —

26

N. Wisc. District
day at Noah's Ark

6:30pm (E) – Joint
Boards of Educ.
meeting

27

Deadline for July
Table Talk articles

28

7pm (E) – Bible Study

29

10 am (M) – Bible
Study

30


